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3015 State Route 339    Belpre, OH 
740.315.0090

Areas NEWEST
Dealer!

Stop in to test drive the 
NEW Revex line of bows!

Honoring Prime Shield 
program for current 

Prime owners

Hours: Tues. – Fri. 9-6 Sat. 9-4 

www.hendershotperformance.com

@HP Archery@hparchery1

Check out our 
Millennium Tree Stands  

IN STOCK!!

Hours: Mon – Fri 9-6   Sat  9-1
@ Hendershot Performance LLC@ hendershotperformance_1

Stop in and check out our large 
selection of CFMoto ATVs, SxS & UTVs!
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 Experienced hunters, Roger and 
Sheila Perry doubled up on tur-
keys on the first day.  This mar-
ried couple, from Buckhannon, 
have also started P&R White-
tail Supreme.  They offer sup-
plemental feed, deer blocks and 
minerals.  Check them out on 
Facebook for more info.  Their 
ad is on page 27 of this issue. 
  Photo courtesy of P&R White-
tail Supreme in Buckhannon.
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COOPER’S
CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV
Complete Hookups
It’s Our 45th Year!
304-227-4219

INSURING THE OUTDOORS

800-998-6810
wv@gunins.com

Specialized
Business
Insurance

Jimmy Taylor brought in a double 
bearded spring gobbler.

Trent Mullennex has a 7 lb., 13 oz. 
tiger trout.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins. 

continue to the next page
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Mon-Fri
12:30 to 5pm

Sat
10am to 2pm

Booking Wild
Boar Hunts

304-595-2699

CROSSBOWS
• EXCALIBER

• 10 POINT
• KILLER

  INSTINCT
• RAVIN

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP
COMPLETE BOW SERVCE

BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS - CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

Chelyan, WV

Spring Fishing In WV Guide

Alan White had success with a 
nice early largemouth bass.

 Whether you’re a seasoned an-
gler or new to the sport, May is 
a great time to go fishing in West 
Virginia. There’s no better time to 
experience all that West Virginia 
has to offer. So, if you want to try 
out a new hobby or switch up your 
fishing routine, let this guide help 
you plan your fishing adventure!
 Don’t want to read the entire 
spring fishing guide? That’s OK. 
Here’s everything you need to 
know:
  Late spring is a perfect time for a 
fishing adventure in West Virgin-
ia! Streams and lakes stocked with 
trout still have excellent numbers 
of trout to pursue, and warming 
waters mean that warm-water 
species, such as bass and sun-

fish, are more actively feeding 
in preparation for spawning. The 
month of May is the final month 
of trout stocking but trout can be 
found in many streams even into 
the summer. Don’t miss out on 
some prime spring fishing in the 
Mountain State!
Just remember to:
• Buy your fishing license and 
stamps at WVfish.com.
• Find your fishing spot at mapwv.
gov/huntfish.
• Plan your fishing trip before it’s 
too late.
  If you want a more in-depth 
guide for fishing in West Virginia, 
keep reading!
WHAT KIND OF FISH CAN I 
CATCH?
  With more than 40,000 miles 



Gary Ross landed a 6 lb., 10 oz 
bass at Stonewall Jackson Lake.
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Visit Online For More Details • www.adkinsfamilyrv.com
1350 Ripley Rd.  Ripley, WV  25271

I-77 N • EXIT 138 • RT 62 S • 304-372-1323

Reed Elder & dad Darren won an 
Ohio River Challenge event.

Avelin Boothe shot a nice Nicho-
las County spring gobbler.

of streams, more than 100 public 
lakes and nearly 40 different kinds 
of sportfish, there’s no shortage of 
options when it comes to fishing 
in West Virginia. We understand 
if you feel a little overwhelmed by 
all the options. We feel that way 
too sometimes. Fishing should be 
relaxing and enjoyable, so don’t 
worry about finding the perfect 
spot or catching the biggest fish. 
Just enjoy yourself.
  So, what kind of fish can you 
catch in West Virginia? Trout, 
bass, bluegill, catfish, sunfish, 
walleye, musky and other sport 

fish can all be found in the state’s 
lakes, rivers and streams. For 
more information about sportfish 
in West Virginia, check out our 
Sportfish Identification Guide. If 
you know what kind of fish you 
want to catch, use our interactive 
fishing map to search for waters 
where it can be found.
DO I NEED ANY ESSENTIAL 
FISHING GEAR?
  Whether you’re a seasoned an-
gler or a beginner, having the 
proper gear can make all the dif-
ference in your fishing experi-
ence. First, you’ll need a fishing 

rod and reel that is appropriate 
for the type of fishing you plan to 
do. For trout fishing, a fly rod or 
lightweight spinning rod and reel 
combo are great choices. If you’re 
heading to a lake to catch bass or 
other warm-water fish, a medium 
to heavy action rod paired with a 
baitcasting or spinning reel will 
do the trick. 
  In addition to your rod and reel, 
you’ll also need to bring along 
bait or lures, hooks and fishing 
line. When it comes to bait, live 
bait such as worms or minnows 
can be effective for catching a va-
riety of fish. Alternatively, lures 
such as crankbaits, spinners and 

continue to page 7
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www.triggertimellc.com Find Us On Facebook
Trigger Time LLC

1-6x24
$1,14999

3-12x42
$949

4-16x42
$1,149

5-20x50
$1,449

5-30x56
$2,449

686 Arnoldsburg Rd., SPENCER, WV
Rt. 33 East - Located inside Farmer’s Friend

304-519-2510 Business • 304-588-4350 Cell
Winter Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Cody, Wyoming

TRIGGER
 TIME LLC

Brought to you locally by

Spencer, WV

The Area’s Newest Full-Line Pro Stocking Dealer

• HUSKEMAW Optics • Shooting Accessories
• Long-Range Ri e Systems

View packages and details at www.longrangestore.com

Eliminate the guess—Make your shots accurate and ethical. 
Visit our store and let us show you these products.

Stop by... Shoulder a ri e... Look through a scope... Ask Questions...
WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Long-Range Ri e Systems IN STOCK
Tested and proven — Ready to hunt

Tactical / DGR / Long-Range Ri es / Muzzleloaders / Shotguns
The most advanced ballistic-compensating scopes available.

Equipped with Rapid Field ballistic compensator and wind-compensating reticle. 

Hunter Elite Pkg.
300 Win Mag, 

5-20x50 Huskemaw Scope

Mountain Hunter Pkg.
6.5x284

5-20x50 Huskemaw Scope

Signature Series Pkg.
7mm Rem Mag

5-30x56 Huskemaw Scope

Signature Series 
Muzzleloader - .45 cal., 
Consistent 500+ yd. groups

Signature Series 
Shotgun

Consistent 300 yd. groups

LIFETIMEWARRANTY!
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Rifl es • Handguns • Shotguns • Optics • Reloading • Supplies • Cleaning Supplies

Brands Include: Savage • Ruger • Weatherby • Jiminez
Browning • Sig-Sauer • H&K • Keltec • Colt

$1,49995 $2,49995$99995 $1,19995
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Out Of Stock$1,34999 $1,29999 $1,69999 $2,54999
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US 33 East
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-4824

www.supersmittys.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Motorcycles • UTV • ATV
Service & Sales
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Hunter Rager hooked and re-
leased a nice largemouth bass.

Josh Murray went to an Ohio Riv-
er dam for his huge hybrid bass.

September 
9 & 10

$125 Entry + $10 Daily Big Bass
No Late Fee Entering At Ramp

Stonewall 
Classic

VANDALIA RAMP
7AM - 4PM
• 6 FISH LIMIT

All CAN BE OVER 18”
• Complete Rules Given

At Event
Mail In $20 To Hold Boat Number
Pay The CASH Balance At Ramp

Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

304-482-7217

Name____________________

Partner___________________

One Phone #______________

Stonewall 
Classic

jigs can also be effective and they 
come in a wide range of colors 
and styles. Make sure you bring 
a variety of sizes and types to 
match the conditions and fish you 
are trying to catch. Don’t forget 
to check the weather forecast and 
pack appropriate clothing and ac-
cessories such as rain gear or sun-
screen to ensure that your fishing 
trip is comfortable and enjoyable.
HOW DO I FIND THE BEST 
FISHING SPOTS?
 The quickest and easiest way 
to find a fishing spot is to ask a 
friend or family member who’s 
an avid angler to give you rec-
ommendations. Many state parks 
and forests have popular fishing 
streams and lakes that are perfect 
for anglers of any experience.   
You can also contact your local 

WVDNR District Office to speak 
with the fishery biologist or use 
our interactive fishing map to find 
a spot that fits your needs.
  If you want a few recommen-
dations, here are a few fishing 
streams and lakes we think you’ll 
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Lawson Blake caught and re-
leased a 5 lb. 14oz. largemouth. 

Brucey Wayne, from Gassoway, 
hooked a huge spotted bass.  

Bass Sportsman
       2023
     ENTER AT
    THE RAMP
     TOURNAMENTS

$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7 A.M. TO 4 P.M. FOR ALL

• 6 FISH LIMIT
• OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES

50 - 50 DRAWINGS 
OPEN TO ALL TEAMS
INFO: 304-482-7217

wvasport@yahoo.com

Stonewall - Vandalia
April 23

Burnsville - Main
May 21

Stonewall - Vandalia
June 25

Stonewall - Vandalia
July 23

Stonewall - Vandalia
August 13

Stonewall - Vandalia
September 24

Burnsville DocksBurnsville Docks

Snacks/Beverages
Prepared Food

www.burnsvilledock.com

Lots Of Jigs
ACC Rods

Zoom & More
 Rods & Reels

Yamamoto & More

304-853-2822
LIVE BAIT

Gasoline • Marine Supplies
Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

PONTOON
RENTALS

LARGE
TACKLE

SELECTION

continue to page 10

enjoy this spring.
CRANBERRY RIVER
  Located in the Monongahela Na-
tional Forest, Cranberry River is 
arguably West Virginia’s top trout 
stocked trout stream and known 
for its beautiful scenery and ex-
cellent trout fishing. The main 
stream is regularly stocked with 
rainbow, brown, golden rainbow, 
tiger,  and brook trout, making it 
a great spot for both experienced 
and novice anglers. In addition to 
fishing, the area offers camping, 
hiking, and stunning scenery and 
native brook trout can be found in 
many of the small tributaries of 
the Cranberry River

SUMMERSVILLE LAKE
  Summersville Lake is the largest 
lake in West Virginia and a pop-
ular destination for bass fishing. 
The lake is home to both large-
mouth and smallmouth bass, as 
well as channel catfish, walleye, 
yellow perch, bluegill and crap-
pie. The lake’s clear water and 
rocky shoreline make for some 
picturesque fishing too!.
NEW RIVER
  The New River is the second 
oldest river in the world and while 
known for its white-water rafting, 
it’s also  one of the nation’s best 
known destinations for trophy 



Stop By Our Store 
OR Shop Online

With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You

www.doddsports.com
• BUY
• SELL 

• TRADE
• AMMO
• CLOTHING
• HANDGUNS 
• AIRGUNS
• CUTLERY
• SCOPES
• HUNTING
• BOATING

• SAFES
• FISHING
• RELOADING
• ARCHERY 
• HANDGUNS
• LONG GUNS
• POWDER
• OPTICS

Weatherby • Christensen Arms
Ruger • Remington • Browning

Winchester • Glock • Taurus
Thompson Center • Springfield

And MUCH MORE!

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

11-6 Mon-Fri
11-5 Sat

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

PISTOLS & RIFLES

CLOTHING

SCOPES

TACKLERODS-REELS

RELOADING

AMMO

ARCHERY
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OLD & NEW SPORTS
JACKSON COUNTY’S

OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY • SELL
TRADE • PAWN

813 Washington St.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5855

Rods • Reels & Tackle For:
Bass • Musky • Crappie
Trout • Catfish & More

We Do Gun Transfers

Large Selection

LIVE BAIT
M-S 9am to 5pm  Sun 12 - 5PM

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION

IN STOCK
.

TRAPPING SUPPLIES

GUNS
AMMO
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STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

Gas - Tires 
 Groceries - HardwareOver 49 Years 

In Business

SEARS 
EXXON

Mark Mellega caught 2 big small-
mouth bass at a tournament.

smallmouth, walleye, and musky 
fishing. The river is also home to 
flathead catfish and sunfish spe-
cies. The New River Gorge is also 
home to some of the most beauti-
ful scenery in West Virginia, mak-
ing it a must-visit destination for 
any angler.  
ELK FORK LAKE AND OTH-
ER SMALL IMPOUNDMENTS
  West Virginia has many small 
impoundments such as Elk Fork 
Lake. These small lakes are found 
in most every county throughout 
the state and provide easy access 
for shore anglers. Some of West 
Virginia’s best largemouth bass 
fishing can be found in these small 
impoundments. The small  lakes 
are home to largemouth bass, as 
well as channel catfish, crappie 
and bluegill. Many of these lakes 
are found in state parks or wildlife 
management areas where you can 
partake in other activities when 
you get tired of catching fish!
SOUTH AND NORTH 
BRANCHES OF THE POTO-
MAC RIVER
  Both branches of the Potomac 
River are popular destinations for 
trout and smallmouth bass fishing 
in West Virginia. Sections of both 
branches are home to rainbow 
and brown trout, as well as small-
mouth bass, channel catfish and 
sunfish. The rivers are also known 
for their scenic beauty, with stun-
ning mountain views and easy ac-
cess points for fishing.
  It’s also worth noting that West 
Virginia has reciprocal fishing 
agreements with Ohio, Maryland 
and Kentucky. These agreements 
allow you to fish in certain waters 
without purchasing an additional 

license. For example, West Vir-
ginia anglers can fish on the Ohio, 
Potomac, Big Sandy and Tug Fork 
rivers with just their West Virgin-
ia fishing license. For more infor-
mation about these agreements, 
check page 9 in the West Virginia 
Fishing Regulations Summary.

www.wvasportsman.net
ONLINE FOR FREE



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline  Musky Lures
 • Food • Live Bait • Minnows & More

• Fishing Tackle • Crossbows

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5 am-8 pm Fr

8 am-8 pm Sat
Closed Sunday

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered
Safe

Showroom

LIVE
BAIT

Ravin - Barnette
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ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
304-924-5296

Groceries
Fresh Meat & Produce

Propane  Exchange
 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

www.rockcave.iga.com

David Yeater hunted in Harrison 
County for a 21 1/2 pound turkey.

Billy Gue caught another quality 
largemouth bass this spring.

Prevent Human Bear Conflict
BECKLEY, W.VA. — To prevent 
nuisance black bear activity, the 
West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources is reminding residents 
to remove bear attractants from 
their yards in the coming months.
  To avoid potential conflicts with 
bears, residents should remove 
bird feeders, pet food and food 
scraps from their yards and secure 
trash and other bear attractants on 
their property. The same preven-
tative steps should be taken while 
camping.
 “Deliberately feeding a black 

bear is illegal in West Virginia, 
but unintentionally feeding a bear 
also causes serious problems for 
humans, their property and our 
state animal,” said Colin Carpen-
ter, black bear project leader for 
the WVDNR. “Once a bear gets 
used to getting food from humans, 
they can become a danger and of-
ten must be humanely killed.”
  While the WVDNR starts get-
ting reports of nuisance bear ac-
tivity in April, conflicts increase 
and peak in May and June be-
cause high-energy foods such as 
serviceberries, raspberries, black-
berries and blueberries do not be-
come available until later in the 
summer.

 “Bears that visit residential areas 
are less likely to stay if they don’t 
find anything to eat,” Carpenter 
said. “If we all take responsibility 
for our property and remove or se-
cure food attractants before bears 

continue to the next page



Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans
Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Guns • Electronics • Tools • Archery • And More

Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104

    (304) 428 PAWN (7296)6)

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101

(304) 428-7298
www.carlspawnshop.com          MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM    SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

Advertise In The

W. Va. Sportsman
• LOW RATES Stacy Hart, from New Milton, 

landed a nice flathead catfish.
May/June 2023 ~ Page 12

find them, we can reduce the like-
lihood of human-bear conflicts.”
  To help prevent nuisance bear ac-
tivity, residents are encouraged to 
follow these BearWise steps:
Never feed or approach bears.
Secure food, garbage and recy-
cling.
Remove bird feeders when bears 
are active.
Never leave pet food outdoors.
Clean and store grills.
Alert neighbors of bear activity.
  To learn more about black bears 

and how to prevent human-bear 
conflicts, visit bearwise.org.

• 32 Years In Business
• Reach Interested Customers

• Ad Rates On Page 3

Danny Price, from Belle, caught 
& released a 6 lb., 13 oz. bass.



We offer boat storage and launching of your boat.  Leave your trailer at home.
New and Used Boats       Parts and Service    

Indoor Storage/Launching

Sales • Service • Parts 

Kanawha River Dock

www.trojanlanding.com

• Authorized
  Yamaha Dealer

• Parts
• Service

1414 MacCorkle Ave SW
Charleston, WV   304-744-8300

Open:
Tue-Fri  9-6

Sat  8-5
Sun  11-4
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Burns’ Bait & CarryoutBurns’ Bait & Carryout

Minnows
Shiners

LIVE BAIT

LIVE BAIT
• Worms - Minnows

• Fishing Tackle
• Hunting Equipment
• Beverages - Beer

• Food - Concessions
• CAMPGROUND

HUNT/FISH LICENSE
     GAME CHECK

INTERSECTION RT.5 & 53
484 LITTLE KANAWHA PKWY
ELIZABETH, WV

304-275-4444
Burnsfamilystore@gmail.com

Mon-Sat 5am to 11pm
Sun 8am to 9pm

www.bbcoutdoors.com - View For Information

Tackle

Case Knives

Guns
Ammo

THE BOW SHOP
HOYT • MATHEWS • DIAMOND • BOWTECH • MISSION • PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

304-622-8440

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
Harold Cogar, Owner

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE

Cale Varney, Kyrie Fleming & 
Bart Beckley, from Parkersburg, 
got a green teal duck.

More Fun Fishing Facts

continue to the next page

The World’s Biggest Fish Eats 
The Smallest Food
 The world’s biggest fish is 
the whale shark which reaches 
lengths of over 50 feet and can 
weigh several tons.
  Instead of eating equally massive 

food, the whale sharks subsist on 
tiny krill, fish, and plankton that 
they strain in vast quantities from 
the ocean water
If A Fish Chewed Its Food, It 
Would Drown
 Fish breathe by passing water 

over their gills, which extract ox-
ygen from the water.
  If a fish chewed its food, this 
would stop the flow of water past 
the gills and they could suffocate.
  Fish use their teeth only to grab, 
slice or crush, then swallow the 
food down.
Brown Trout Are One Of The 
Most Diverse Vertebrates
  Brown Trout, while all one spe-
cies, have an incredibly diverse 
genome.
  Instead of having a set number of 
chromosomes, like most species, 
they can have anywhere between 



www.7riversmarine.com

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

YAMAHA 
SUZUKI

OUTBOARD
Authorized

Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

continue to the next page
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NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5961

Derrick Milhoan, from Murrys-
ville, used decoys for his gobbler.

38 and 42 pairs.
Humans have only 23!
Largest Collection Of Fishing 
Lures
  The largest certified collection 
of fishing lures belongs to Will 
(Spike) Yoacum from Carterville, 
Illinois.
  His collection contains 3,563 
lures!
The Million Dollar Lure
  The most expensive fishing lure 
in the world is Mac Daddy’s Mil-
lion Dollar Lure, which cost, un-
surprisingly, a million dollars.  
  Why is it so expensive? Because 
it has over 3 pounds of 14-carat 
gold and platinum and is encrust-
ed with diamonds and rubies.
  It was trolled behind a boat once, 
with a massive insurance policy in 
place, but has never caught a fish.
Venomous Bait
  While out fishing in his kay-
ak, fishing guide Shane Davies 
caught a 10-pound bass.
  His bait? A rattlesnake!
  When the snake swam dan-
gerously close to his kayak he 
stunned it with his paddle, put it 
on a hook, and cast it out in the 
river. Apparently, it looked just fine to 

the bass
Longest Migration
  What are your chances of catch-

ing a fish that came from really 
far away? If you like to fish for 
eels, they are very good.
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ARCHERY
• Excaliber
  Striker
   • Bows
   • Crossbows
DEER FEED
• Corn
• Available By
  The Ton
• Custom Blends
      Available

FOOD PLOT
• Numerous
  Seeds 
LIVE BAIT
• Worms
• Minnows
• More
SUPPLIES
• Scents
• Trail Cams
• More

Stop by our fully
stocked hunting

and fishing store!

Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3

Closed Sunday
1102 West Main St.

Grafton, WV
304-265-9278

GUNS
AMMO

DEER ATTRACTANTS
CORN - FEED

FISHING TACKLE

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379

email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com

First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91

one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is
required for resrvations.  Major credit cards

are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS
Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort
• All log cabins are exceptionally clean
  and beautifully decorated to be your
  home away from home.
• Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
  safe environment
• Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.
• Four person cabins have full bed 
  downstairs and two twin beds in loft.
• Six person cabins have king or queen beds
  and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
  dishwasher, and washer and dryer.
• Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
  Two baths and an eight person hot tub.
• Accessible cabin available.

• Satellite TV and DVD player
• Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
• Full bath with shower
• Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
  playground and horseshoe pits
• Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
  souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts
• Open 365 days a year
• Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
  Palmer Golf course.  2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
  Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
  hunting just two minutes away.
• Join the fun this year.

  The American eel lives in fresh-
water rivers for most of its life. 
However, at spawning time it can 
swim thousands of miles from its 
home to its spawning ground.
  Eels spawn in the Sargasso Sea 
in the North Atlantic!
Fish Camouflage
  Fish can have all different kinds 
of camouflage.  They are all light-
er on the bottom and darker on the 
top.
 The dark top allows them to 
blend with the bottom. The bright 
bottom lets them blend with the 
sun’s light coming from above!
Dads Do The Work
  When it comes to guarding the 
nest, bass have single-parent fam-

ilies.
  The mother bass will be at the 
nest before she spawns, but once 
the spawning is done, she leaves 
and the father stays to guard the 
nest.
  It is not uncommon for female 
bass to have several nests, while 
the males only have one each!
Biggest Fly Rod And Reel

  The biggest fly rod and reel 
ever made were created by Tiny 
Mitchell of Port Isabel, in Texas.
  It’s over 71 feet long, with a reel 
that is over 4 feet in diameter! 
Circle Hooks Are Nothing New
 In a recent find in a 12,000-year-
old grave of a woman in East 
Asia, there were several perfectly 
preserved circular fish hooks.

Paul Kirk harvested a quality 10 
point buck.



3222 BEVERLY PIKE

ELKINS, WV
304.637.0000

performancechevywv.com
WELCOME TO

TRUCK COUNTRY

UH519406 - $54,995 
2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Custom

H198974- $47,190
2023 Chevrolet Blazer 3LT

All vehicles subject to prior sale.  Sales CANNOT be used in conjunction with another.  Rebates and discounts subject to change due to the manufacturer.  
All pricing with approved credit on qualifying vehicles.  Tax, Tag and Title fees not included. New model pictures for illustration only.  

UHD07548- $44,196
2019 Ford F-150 XL

H220840 - $55,340
2023 Chevrolet Traverse High Country

• Areas Largest Selection Of Vehicles
 • Huge Inventory Of AWD Vehicles

H117527 - $60,270
2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST

H146004 - $53,615
2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 WT

H208116 - $63,820
2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT

H243718 - $56,685
2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT

H147893 - $53,615
2023 Chevrolet Silverado WT

H33195 - $70,055
2023 Chevrolet Tahoe LT SUV

H002138 - $23,435
2024 Chevrolet Trax LT SUV

“Give Our Credit Department
A Chance.  Good Credit. Bad 

Credit Or No Credit.”
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UH212806 - $43,996
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST



Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

• Fiberglass
• Aluminum
• Pontoon

2023 Boats In Stock
Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes

Pontoon • Bass Boats
Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

• Food & Beverages
• Convenience Items
Everything you need for

a day on the water!
372-9697

Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 
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Chris Turley caught a 5 lb., 11 oz.. 
rainbow.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Spawning Bass Phase Options

continue to page 20

  On any given fishery, all of the 
bass never do the same thing at 
the same time during the spawn-
ing phase. They come to the bank 
to spawn in waves.
  Part of this is nature’s way of 
ensuring that at least some of the 
bass manage to spawn successful-

By Mike Iaconellily. Say, that all of the bass were 
spawning at the same time and a 
massive release at the dam sucked 
the beds dry. The entire spawn for 
that year would be lost.
  Since the bass come to the bank 
in waves, some of them would 
spawn before or after such a cata-

strophic event.
 Another reason nature directs 
bass to spawn in waves is that the 
prime nesting areas may be limit-
ed. Spawning in waves allows the 
bass to share the most productive 
bedding habitat.
Water temperature waves
  Because different parts of a lake 
heat up quicker, the bass to come 
to the bank sooner in some plac-
es than others. I divide a lake into 
thirds, especially with reservoirs.
  Bass traditionally spawn earlier 
in the upper third of a lake. That’s 



Ohio River Outdoors LLC
On Facebook

HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

SMUTTY DOG • LEOPARDIS  CRANE 
• TYRANT  • JH BAIT • BITE BACK
JONES • HUGHES RIVER • BOGGS

COBB’S • MYERS • LLUNGEN
RED OCTOBER • HOTTAIL & MORE

           WV’s Largest Tackle Store

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Worms • Mealworms

Rapala • Molix • X Zone • Keitech • Strike King • Berkely • Storm
13 Fishing • KW • Yamamoto • Yum • Rebel • Bandit • 6th Sense

Bomber • AC Shiner • Jackall • Havoc • Net Bait • Z Man • Gamakatsu
VMC • Cabin Creek • Bio Bait • Bass Pro • Live Target • AAT

Goggan • Lunkerhunt • Sufix • Lucky Strike • Reaction • KVD • Rage
Zoom • FYAO • Missle • Venom • Gulp • Seagar • P Line • & MORE!

 Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories • Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Just Outside Of Parkersburg
13520 Emerson Ave.

Williamstown, WV 26187   On RT. 2 
3.3 Miles From I77 Emerson Ave Exit 304-916-1800

RODS:  AVORITE • LEW’S 
CASHION • BERKLEY

FENWICK • ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO • G LOOMIS • HALO

13 FISHING - ST. CROIX
PENN • DAIWA

OVER 
4,000
RODS

PLASTICS

TROUT

220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES

LINE

COOLERS

CRANKBAITS

REELS

OPEN - 7 Days A Week
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• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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continue to the next page

mainly because this section has 
shallow, protected flats.
   The middle section of a lake is 
not as shallow as the headwaters 
and usually warms a little later. 
The last bass to spawn live in the 
lower third of the lake where the 
deepest water is the last to warm 
up.
   What I love about fishing during 

Suter & Grimes won the 1st Bass Sportsman event at Stonewall Jack-
son with a 6 fish weight of 18 lbs., 1 oz.  Their 4 lb., 15 oz. was lunker.

the spawning phase is that I’m not 
pigeonholed regarding how I have 
to fish. You can almost choose 
what you prefer to do.
  If you like to sight fish for 
spawners, the bass will be on the 
beds in one of the three sections 
of the lake. One of those three 
sections will also have prespawn 
or postspawn bass, so you can fish 

the phase of the spawn that suits 
your strength.
Prespawn bass
 I can catch spawning bass by 
sight fishing for them, but I’m not 
good at it. I run away from those 
fish and search for prespawn bass. 
A lot of times they’ll be in the 
cooler, lower third of the lake.
  I’ll go into coves and creeks and 
look for the last point or two that 
stick out just before I reach the 
shallow spawning area. This is 
where the prespawners will stage.
  I love to crank those points with 
something that dives deep enough 
to deflect off the bottom. If the 
point is 5- to 6-feet deep, I’ll tie 
on a Rapala DT6. I go with a 

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

• Low Rates
• In Business 32 Years
DETAILS ON PAGE 3
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Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

CROSSBOWS BY:  RAVIN 
• BARNETTE • BEAR • KILLER     

INSTINCT
COMPOUND BOWS BY: 

MATHEWS • HOYT • BEAR

GUNS & AMMO

LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT

SAFES • KNIVES

It’s FISHING Seaon
Stop By For Tackle

NEW BIGGER
STORE NEXT DOOR

Danielle Casto got a big gobbler 
in Pleasants Co. Photo courtesy of 
Tyler Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.

continue to page 23

DT10 in depths to 9 feet.
  This is not a one-and-done deal. 
You can catch multiple fish from 
one point. They’re almost always 
loaded up on a sweet spot. That 
could be a stump, a little patch of 
grass or a hard spot like a shell 
bed.
Spawning bass
  Although I’m not good at sight 
fishing for spawners, I feel confi-
dence doing what I call “blind bed 
fishing,” mainly in the upper third 
of a lake. The water is often too 
dingy there to see a bass on a bed.
  I slip into protected coves and 
target isolated pieces of cover, 
like a single dock, stump or stick. 
If there are lily pads, reeds or 
some other type of vegetation, I 
cast to holes and indentations in 
the grass.
  My favorite bait for blind bed 
fishing is Berkley’s 5-inch Pow-
erbait The General or Maxscent 
The General. I wacky rig it with 
a VMC No. 2 Wacky Neko Hook 
that has a weedguard.
   I throw it anyplace I think there 
might be a bed and don’t do a 

Contact: Roger & Jill
1200 Pike St.

Marietta, Ohio 45750
roger@nuhausoutdoors.com

740-896-4003 Office
304-488-4036 Cell

• Large Selection Of Sheds & Buildings
• Financing Available 90 or 180 Days
• Can Build On Your Location - WV/OH
• Custom Design Options  • Delivery

nuHausOutdoors.com
Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm  Sat 9am to 2pm
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encouraged. To learn more about 
the survey visit WVdnr.gov/hell-
bender-mudpuppy-survey.
  Hellbenders and mudpuppies are 
the only two fully aquatic sala-
manders native to West Virginia. 
Neither species is poisonous or 
venomous, and they eat mainly 
crayfish, worms and insects, but 
occasionally eat small minnows 
or other smaller amphibians. Hell-
benders and mudpuppies have not 
been shown to negatively impact 
sportfish populations.
  Anglers who inadvertently hook 
a hellbender or mudpuppy should 
immediately release the animal 

into the water by cutting the line 
as close to the hook or extracting 
the hook (taking care to remove 
the barb with pliers before ex-
tracting). State law prohibits the 
possession or taking of a hell-
bender or mudpuppy.
  WVDNR biologists will use data 
collected during the survey to 
better understand hellbender and 
mudpuppy distribution and status 
in West Virginia, and to inform 
future conservation efforts.
  “Every observation counts,” said 
Oxenrider. “You don’t have to be 
an angler to participate.”
  For more information about 

Kings Of The Lakes    
2 Day

Tournament
• One Entry Fee
33 Team

Limit

Big Bass Tournament Each Day
$10 Each Day Fee On Big Bass

Total Cost = $145

$125 Per Team
August 19 & 20
Burnsville - Day 1

Sutton - Day 2

    Braxton County
   CVB

     304-765-3300
   245 Skidmore Lane

     Sutton,WV

Team Names _________________________________________________

1 Address____________________________________________________

City____________________ St___  Zip______ $20 Preregister Fee______

TOURNAMENT
INFO - CALL

304-482-7217

CLIP OUT & MAIL TO   BASS SPORTSMAN  PO BOX 5521  VIENNA, WV 26105

Mail In By - August 14th
SEND $20 - Pay CASH Balance At Ramp

14th Annual Bass Sportsman

20% of Teams
Get A Check

$1,000
Guaranteed 1st Place

Past Champions
2010 Long - Poling

2011 Cottrell - Cottrell
2012 Johnson - Lucas
2013 Spurlock - Collins
2014 Cottrell - Cottrell

2015 Ray - Heater
2016 Godwin - Godwin
2017 Long - Johnson

2018 Godwin - Godwin
2019 Fleshman - Fleshman

2020 Marks - Marks
2021 Estep - Collins
2022 L.Long - Harper

MAIL IN GETS
EARALIER BOAT NUMBER

YOU CAN ENTER AT THE RAMP
NO LATE FEE

7AM TO 4PM
DAILY

457 Enterprise Dr.
Gassoway, WV
304-364-4496

Rat’s Marine
Flatwoods WV
304-765-3500

Burnsville Docks
Gas - Boat Rentals

Burnsville, WV
304853-2822

hellbenders, mudpuppies and oth-
er citizen science projects, visit 
WVdnr.gov/surveys.

Christian Thompson went to An-
derson Lake for a rainbow trout.
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thing with it. I’ll let it sit there 
for as long as 50 seconds before 
twitching it. You have to play 
a mind game and imagine that 
there’s a bass there on a bed.
Postspawn bass
  When the bass in the lower 
end of a lake are in a full-blown 
spawning mode, there should be 
postspawn bass starting to move 
out of the shallows in the upper 
and middle sections. I locate them 
by looking for the first significant 
depth change coming out of a 
spawning pocket.
  These places are easy to locate 
with digital mapping charts. With 

C-Map on my Lowrance units I 
color different depth contours to 
help me see where I’m mostly 
likely to find postspawners.
  I shade 0 to 2 feet in green, 2 to 
4 feet in yellow and 5 to 10 feet 
in red. Anything in red marks the 
first significant depth change I’m 
looking for.
  I target isolated cover and points 
in this zone. Some of the produc-
tive points will be the same ones I 
would fish for prespawn bass.
  When the bass are done spawn-
ing, forage species like shad, her-
ring and bluegills go into their 
spawning mode. This is my fa-

Young Greg Adkins got his first 
turkey in Wayne County.

vorite time to fish a topwater bait.



BERRY’S CAMPGROUND
Overnight Camping

New River Road
Hinton, WV

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890

(cell)

WiFI
Lounge

Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing

Catamaran Rentals
Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199
www.berryscamp.com       berrycampinfo@aol.com

Fluid & Brooklyn Kayaks
CAN Outdoors

Lots Of Fishing Tackle - Southern WV’s Kayak Dealer
308 Hinton Bypass  Hinton, WV  304-309-3800

That could be a walking bait, prop 
bait, popper or buzzbait. The best 
option depends on the lake you’re 
fishing.
  Then again, there’s something 
about a popper that postspawn 
bass love. It’s a great imitation of 
a spawning bluegill.
  You can learn more about how 
I fish during the spawning phase 
and many other techniques at 
www.mikeiaconelli.com or www.
youtube.com/c/goingike.

Mark Gray and Tony Crumbliss landed 18 3/4 lbs. pounds of bass to 
win an early USA Bassin’ event at Stonewall Jackson Lake.

Matt Given reeled in a huge farm 
pond largemouth bass.

Earl Lafever used an Alabama rig 
to catch a smallmouth bass.
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RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco
     Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More

Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

GUNS

22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV 
26201

(304) 472-4100

Daniel Hempel bagged a 21 1/2 
lb. gobbler.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.
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  They say that we need to enjoy 
the simple things in life. Well in 
the angling world, there isn’t an-
other fish that’s more simple than 
bluegill. These small panfish are 
easy to find, will eat almost any-
thing, and are one of the most pop-
ulous fish in North America with 
a range that extends from south-
ern Canada to northern Mexico. 
While there are certainly many 
more popular gamefish species 
out there, bluegill are unique be-
cause I don’t think there’s an an-
gler out there who didn’t cut their 
teeth pulling a few gills out of a 
farm pond or slow-moving creek 
as a kid.
  Almost all of us have caught 
at least a few bluegills over the 
years, but many anglers only 
know one or two ways to fish for 
them. Additionally, when most 
of those anglers aren’t having 
any luck catching bluegill with 
their usual methods, they simply 
shrug it off and move on to anoth-
er species of panfish. However, if 

Catching Bluegill
you’re as big of a bluegill fan as I 
am, you’ll want to be able to catch 
them throughout the season. This 
is entirely possible, so long as you 
use the right baits at the right time 
of year.
Best Baits for Bluegill
  When it comes to bluegill bait, 
there’s no question that the most 
popular and commonly used is 
the worm. During the summer, 
the quick stop at the gas station to 
pick up a pack of dillies or crawl-
ers is almost synonymous with 
going out to the bluegill pond. 
These worms are rigged simply, 
with small earthworms being 
strung entirely onto the hook or 
with small chunks of larger night-

crawlers being pierced onto the 
hook point. Worm rigs for bluegill 
are usually hung a few feet under 
a bobber and then haphazardly 
cast into some fishy-looking wa-
ter around weed beds and spawn-
ing areas.
  While this is an effective method 

continue to the next page



Haas Sales
Go Anywhere, Do Anything

We Call Them Goats
• 8 Wheels Of 4WD Traction
• 450 Model 25HP - 32HP - 37HP

• Gas Or Diesel Engines

75 Highland Ridge Road
Off The Lower Salem Exit On I 77

     Marietta, Ohio
                45750

(740)374-3245
Up To $2,000 Package Rebates For May and June

Raelyn Starkey used a crossbow 
for a nice buck.

continue to page 29
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as a few fish can always be found 
in the shallows, many true blue-
gill aficionados know that the real 
slabs are found in deeper water. 
In the mid-summer when water 
temperatures have climbed, most 
of the largest bluegill to be had 
in any given body of water will 
move off the shallow sandbars 
and weedy shelves that they in-
habit during the spring and early 
summer and gather in depths of 
10 to 20 feet of water immediate-
ly adjacent to their spring haunts.
  These fish are true meat eaters, 
and while they can be caught 

on worms and bobbers, you’ll 
be much better off using larg-
er, more lively baits like leeches 
or minnows rigged on small jigs 
or a small size 8 or 10 bait hook 
weighted down with a couple of 
split shot. Using your electron-
ics, locate the deep edges of weed 
lines or small sandbars where you 
have seen or caught bluegill early 
in the season and drop your baits 
down to the bottom. Reel them up 

In Stores Or Contact Us
Roger Perry

pandrwhitetailsupreme@gmail.com
304-613-9055

Buckhannon, WV
P & R Whitetail Supreme On Facebook

• Grow A Healthier Herd
• Attract Deer

Made In

so that they're a few inches from 
the bottom and then start jigging 
your baits with a small twitching 
motion using just the tip of your 
rod. You’ll have a cooler full of 
fat bluegills before you know it.
  In addition to worms, leeches, 
and small baitfish, bluegill also 
have a special affinity for terres-
trial insects such as grasshoppers 
and especially crickets. If you 



Where Legends 
are Made

Boyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best 

musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut 

stone masonry building in North America. Home to 

West Virginia’s largest yard sale. 18 championship 

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest 

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your 

next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT 

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM

S T O N E W A L L  L A K E  &  R E S O R T

W V U  J A C K S O N ’ S  M I L L

S T O N E C O A L  L A K E

T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y  L U N A T I C  A S Y L U M

Lewis County CVB on Facebook     or    www.stonewallcountry.com    304-269-7328

STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT
WVU JACKSON’S MILL
STONECOAL LAKE
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT
STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
304-269-7328
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PC OUTDOORS     304-466-1444
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REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms

Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden • Super Duper • Strike King
Berkley • Mepps • Owner • Zoom • Yum • Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn • Zoom • Trout Magnet • Eagle Claw • Daiwa
Cabin Creek • Shakespeare • St. Croix • Zebco • Case
Ugly Stik • Gitzit • Rebel • Heddon • Rapala & More!

        Camping Supplies • Musky Tackle • Marine Products

Hoo Doo

Kayaks

PSE      Bear
Killer Instinct    Barnett

                 1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive
             Crab Orchard, WV

2

Ron Dewitt hooked an 8 lb. 4 oz. 
trout.  Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

SPORTING GOODS • PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS • FISHING • AMMO

MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK
69 N. MAIN ST.

PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN SHOP

continue to the next page

Aaron Riffle caught some nice 
bass in a bass tournament.

don’t have a lot of deep water or 
weed beds in your local bluegill 
spot, these can be a great option 
for increasing your bluegill catch. 
Crickets and grasshoppers can be 
bought in many bait shops, or you 
can easily catch them yourself. 
Rig the insects by pushing the 
point of a small baithook through 
their thorax and then add a bee-
bee spit shot the line about 5 to 6 
inches above the bait. Cast these 
rigs onto the edges of shallow 
structures such as docks or log 
jams on lakes and ponds or into 
swirling back eddies on rivers or 

creeks. Let them slowly sink to 
the bottom of the water, occasion-
ally twitching them as they fall 
until they are slammed by a hun-
gry bluegill.
Best Lures for Bluegill
  Not a lot of anglers realize just 
how effective certain lures can 
be for bluegill. The small panfish 
are generally thought of as rather 
docile and opportunistic feeders 
that only eat live bait, but they 

have a serious predatory side as 
well when the mood strikes them.
  The best time to use lures for 
bluegill is either when they are on 
or just moving off their spawning 
beds in early spring or in the late 
fall when the fish are aggressively 
feeding in preparation for winter. 
During these times a wide variety 
of lures can be effective so long 
as they are fished either near or on 



GAME PROCESSING

6522 Tyler Highway
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

304-758-2150

www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv
www.mountainsidewv.comBrock Waggoner got a Pleasants 

Co. turkey.  Photo courtesy of Tyler 
Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.
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DEER PROCESSING

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING

TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

the surface of the water.
The hands-down best bluegill 
lure out there is a small rubber 
grub like a 1- to 2-inch Squirming 
Grub or a Mister Crappie paired 
with a 1/64- to a 1/4-ounce jig 
head. String the grub onto the 
hook so that the tail fully extends 
behind the rig and then cast it into 
a likely-looking spot. Let the grub 
sink a few inches beneath surface 
before reeling it in with a rapid 
jigging retrieve that keeps the rig 
only a few inches beneath the sur-
face.
  While the grub is most effective 
when you know where the fish 
are, when you’re covering water 
in search of bluegills, it’s hard to 
beat a small inline trout spinner 
like a Panther Martin or a Roost-
ertail. These small flashy lures 
can be cast a long distance when 
using a light-action rod and light 
line and reeled in at a rapid pace 
just below the surface. Any cruis-
ing schools of gills that spot the 



www.revelles.com

200+ Campsites • All Utilities 
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

     US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Revelle’s

304-547-5044
7 MILES EAST OF

 WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD
Triadelphia, WV

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

GROVE MARINE

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487

Yamaha
Honda

www.rodgersmithmarine.com Skeeter
South Bay
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Doug Belcher hunted in Gilmer 
County for his 20 lb. turkey.

Mickey Comp, from Reedsville, 
has a huge spring turkey.  

spinner moving past will find it 
impossible to resist.
If you need some more intense 
bluegill action in your life, you 
need to be chasing them on top-
water. Using small lures like the 
Micro Popper and the Tiny Tor-
pedo is the ultimate way to chase 
bluegill, especially when the fish 
are gathered in large schools in 
the shallows. Smacking these 
lures down among the gathered 
fish and twitching and popping 
them across the surface can draw 
some truly explosive takes and 
make you look at the tiny docile 

bluegill in an entirely different 
light.
Best Flies for Bluegill
  Fly anglers have a ton of options 
when it comes to chasing blue-
gill. The fish eat a wide variety of 
small nymphs and surface insects 
just like a trout and will even 
chase down and crush a small 
streamer like a Woolly Bugger if 
given the chance. Combine these 
flies with a 2- or 3-weight fly rod 
and some light tippet and fly fish-
ing for bluegill can become one of 
your favorite pursuits.
  Enjoy bluegill fishing this year.  
Fun to catch & great to eat!



FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
Over 55 Years

Experience

BIRDS • FISH • ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS   GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV
304-472-4279

Lazy Acres Mart

LIVE BAIT

Buckhannon, WV

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING  FISHING
CAMPING

Camo Clothing • Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment

Fishing Lures

Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart

506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-439-5329

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm  Sun 1pm to 6pm

HARD TO FIND AMMO
22LR - 22MAG

243 - 22/250 - 222

TRI-LAKES
RT. 19 WALKERSVILLE

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes
304-452-8870

Camp Sites - Full Hookups
CHALETS - CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Eat-In or Carry Out Food - Pizza
Hoagies - Subs - Burgers

Beverages & More

Ammo
Live Bait
Game Checking
Fishing Supplies 6am to 10pm Mon-Sat

9am to 9pm Sun

GAS

Mike Woelfel caught & released a 
50” musky.

Damon Abshire, from Dunbar, 
has a 42 pound flathead catfish.
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  It seems most people fish for cat-
fish in warm weather during the 
summertime months. If you want 
to catch more and larger summer-
time or hot weather catfish, you 
need to observe a few specific 
principles regarding how catfish 
move and position themselves in 
these conditions. You also should 
be fishing during the optimum 
times of the day.
  How do you catch catfish in hot 
weather and during the summer?        

Summer Catfishing
To catch hot weather or summer 
catfish, it is best to locate shallow 
water feeding zones adjacent to 
deeper holes where catfish will 
head to every night to feed on 
bluegill and shad.
  Using live or dead bait, it is best 
to hit these zones from sunset un-
til sunrise for best results. Catfish 
can be a pretty predictable fish 
once you understand their move-
ment patterns and behavior in re-
sponse to hot weather.
  Let’s take a much closer look 
at how to have success for warm 
weather catfish. Since the sum-
mertime is when most people tar-
get catfish, having this knowledge 
will help you maximize your time 
on the water and result in better 
catches. The tips in this article 
will make you a better catfisher-
man overall and help you become 

a more informed angler.
  During the day in summer, cat-
fish will rest down deep in water 
that is cooler and contains struc-
ture such as logs and fallen trees. 
Down here, they will be feeding 

continue to page 34



Paradise  RVs  Where Your
Journey Begins!

VIKING • APEX • ADRENALINE
CATALINA • SANDPIPER • SPIRIT 

LEPRECHAUN CLASS C MOTORHOMES
CHAPARRAL 5TH WH.  FLAGSTAFF

PONTOONS

BASS BOATS
JON BOATS

Weather Tech Products

Anti-Gravity Chairs

Sanitation Items

Bed Liners - Parts

TRAVEL TRAILERS

5TH WHEELS & MOTORHOMES

NEW & USED
RV’S

BOATS
Lots Of

RV Parts
Service

www.paradiservs.net
138 Colt Industrial Dr.

MOUNT HOPE, WV 25909
304-860-1948

Leprechaun Class C

MON - FRI 8-5 SAT 9-5
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LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC
SALES • FINANCE • PARTS • SERVICE

    320 West Main Street
     Bridgeport, WV
     (304) 842-5469

www.leesonsmotors.com

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV’s

CRISS SALES & SERVICE Husqvarna
Shindaiwa 

& More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

(304) 
472-1474

BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

LIVE
BAITGAS

Gasoline
Diesel

Kerosene
WV Lottery & Powerball

We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm
Sun 7am to 9pm

304-472-5132

Travis Brady has his hands full 
with this large catfish.
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J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS

  Gold Tip Carbon Crossbow Bolts
 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

continue to apge 36

on shad and bluegill that are hid-
ing among the logs.
  You can catch catfish during the 
day but you will need to fish deep 
and it may be tough to access 
these deep spots without a boat. 
At night, catfish move into shal-
lower water following the bluegill 
and shad.
  They also become a lot more ac-
tive feeding and will wander in 
search of food. You can catch cat-
fish all day long but I would rec-
ommend fishing from sunset until 
sunrise as catfish will be easier to 
reach and easier to catch.
Best Time to Catch Hot Weather 
Catfish
  During the summer and in warm 
weather, the best time of day to 
catch catfish at and around the 
nighttime hours of darkness. 
About an hour before sunset all 
the way until an hour after sunrise 
tends to the best time window for 
these hot weather catfish.

 During this time frame, catfish 
are actively hunting following 
prey like shad and bluegill into 
shallower water.
 Because catfish don’t rely so 
much on vision to find and catch 
food, they can operate ideally in 
dark or near-dark conditions bet-
ter than vision-oriented fish like 
bass and pike can.
 Catfish rely heavily on their sens-
es of feel and smell to find prey 
in the dark hours. The middle of 
the day can be decent too but you 
need to fish much deeper water 
and catfish will be less eager to 
feed than they will at night.
 The first few and last few hours 
of darkness can be awesome 
times to intercept catfish moving 
into and out of shallow water for 
their nighttime feeding sessions.
 This is a great time to set up 
along specific chokepoints be-
tween deep water and shallow ar-



ANACONDA
44 MAG

IN STOCK

8” BBL

4.25” BBL

6” BBL

CLASSIC LEVER ACTION .22
H001-25

.22 S/L/LR
Capacity 15 LR  17 L  21 S

LIMITED PRODUCTIONOpen 8am to 3pm
Sat 8am to 1pm

Closed Wed & Sun
Brian Wheeler

Owner

Colt m4 a3 Carbine   $99800
5.56
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Wheeler’s Guns & Ammo
681-298-5070

160 5th Street
Elkins, WV



eas where catfish will be moving 
in and out of every night.
Where to Setup to Catch Warm 
Water Fish
  The best place to set up for hot 
water catfish is at chokepoints 
where you can intercept catfish 
heading to and from shallow wa-
ter. Find shallow water lagoons 
and bays adjacent to deep water.

STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

Gas - Tires 
 Groceries - HardwareOver 48 Years 

In Business

SEARS 
EXXON

and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing 
 Hunting
Supplies

304-269-6097

Gifts - Game Room 
- Playground

Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

Eric Johnson got a 22 1/2 lb. 
Wood County spring turkey.

  Catfish will spend all day down 
deep in deeper water especially 
if it has sunken logs. In the late 
afternoon, catfish will move into 
shallow water lagoons and bays to 
hunt shad and bluegill.
 If you want a great place to set 
up, cast your lines along the 

choke point where catfish will 
pass through en route to the shal-
low water. This is a great place to 
fish all night long and guaranteed 
to see plenty of hungry cat pass-
ing through.
Be Patient & Soak Baits Longer

continue to the next page
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WE BUY LAND
AND

MINERAL RIGHTS

Locally Owned 304.623.LAND TenmileLand.com



• FREE Unloading At Your Site
• Milled Locally In Jane Lew, WV
• Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices

Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com
Or email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net

D-Logs 6” x 6”, 6” x 8”, 8” x 8”
Log Siding 6”, 8”, 12”
Douglas Fir Beams

Dove Tail Log 6” x 12”
T/G 1” x 6”, 2” x 6” 

Cedar Posts & Railing

MILL DIRECT
PRICES!

The Bobcat

24’ x 16’

384 Square
Features A 24’ x 8’

Covered Porch

“Your Path To Affordable 
Log Home Living”

Building Materials
Available

Many NEW 
models to choose from.

Two Locations In WV
208 Display Drive

Jane Lew, WV 26378
304-884-6646

521 Hinkle Road
Fayetteville, WV 25840

304-517-9081

FREE Online Every 6 Weeks
www.wvasportsman.netRiley McCloy, with dad Jeremy, 

brought in a 21 1/2 pound turkey.
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The best bait to use for hot weath-
er catfish is whatever natural 
bait they are feeding on. In some 
bodies of water that can be shad, 
shiners, bluegills, suckers, carp, 
or clams.
  Don’t fall for the marketing non-
sense of all these blood, cheese, 
or liver-based catfish baits that 
line the aisles of bait shops. Do 
not waste your money or your 
sanity dealing with messy nasty 
stink baits.
 The reality is that catfish al-
most always prefer natural bait to 
something concocted in a lab or 
stuffed with crazy rotten smells 
and preservatives.
 But for big catfish, they can re-
ally only be caught using natural 
bait they are already feeding on. 
Under most circumstances, the 
best bait to use for big catfish are 
bluegill and shad.
  Channel cats and blue catfish 
prey shad and since they have 
smaller mouths, they prefer medi-
um-sized shad cut in half.
  Big flatheads prefer live bait and 
bluegill are their food of choice. 
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Buzz • Vibrax • Zebco • Ripper • Yamamoto • Mepps • Jig • Reel

Minnow • Biograde • Scum • Frog • Panfish • Aglia • Panther • Rod

Spoon • Senko • Lead • Worm • Lures • Berkley • Martin • Spinner 

Maribou • Weedless • Hook • Squirm • Crappie • Magnet • Scales
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LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City________________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_____________________

Fish_______________________________ Pound______ Oz____

Deer__________  Other_________________ #Points________ Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2023.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

NO 
DOES

TEXT 304-482-7217

Scott Smith hunted in Cabell Coun-
ty for his 1st gobbler.

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

43 Years Experience

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

 Accepting Major Credit Cards
Full Time/Award Winning  Master 

Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap
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CLIP OUT TO MAIL
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Lazy Dog
Campground & Resort

CATFISH PAYLAKE

2 CATFISH PAY LAKES ~ SAME FISHING RATES ON BOTH LAKES

CATFISH PARADISE
CATFISH PAYLAKE

1564 McGriffins Lane
Jackson, Ohio 45640

(740) 384-4700

10 Cabins
•70 Full Hook-up

   Campsites

Check Us Out
On Facebook At 

Lazy Dogs

Numerous Sites
Shelter House
Picnic Areas
Bathhouse

Laundry Facilities

Playground
Pay Lake / Fishing 

Dbl. Horseshoe Pits
Swimming Pool

Double Cornhole

BRING
THE 

FAMILY

FISHING RATES FOR 12 HOURS  $17 + $3 BONUS FISH - 10 TO 6 YEARS OLD $5 - FREE 5 & UNDER
   • 24 HOURS  $24  • 48 HOURS $42

Both Lakes Feature Fully Equipped Tackle Shops  LIVE BAITBoth Lakes Open 24 Hours - 7 Days A Week

“Where the big cats swim”

JOIN THE
FUN!

12769 Veto Road
Between Belpre & Marietta On Rt. 7

Marietta, OH 
45750

(740) 373-0686

CATFISH PARADISE

www.catfishparadiseohio.com

Fri /Sat Tournaments 7pm to Midnite Lazy Dog   Fri/Sat 8pm to 1am Catfish Paradise    $15 + Ticket    Pays Top 4

Enjoy Camping, Fishing & Swimming
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Superior

SuperiorSuperior
The name says it all! 
 SALES, SERVICE, 

PARTS

Rt. 50 EAST
PARKERSBURG

304-424-5122
800-478-5884

www.SuperiorAutoWV.com

2023 Toyota Tacoma

 2023 Toyota 4Runner

         T.R. Hathaway says: “ Topwater Lures Work Well For Bass Now”

Reel In Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

Reel In Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

  2023 Toyota Tundra 

 Reserve Yours Today
 Reserve Yours Today

 Reserve Yours Today

* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate. 0% APR for 60 
monthly payments of $16.67 for every $1,000 financed. 1.9% APR for 60 monthly payments of $17.48 for each $1,000 financed.  
Plus tax & fees and dealer doc fee $533.93. Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible 
for errors. 0.9 % for 60 monthly payments of $17.05 per thousand financed.  2.75% APR for 60 monthly payments per $1,000 
financed.   Expires 5-31, 2023.

4.99% APR for 60 months.  Excludes TRD Pro


